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who gave
a wedding
feast for
his son.”
Matthew 22:2

Our
Lady of
Lourdes

455 Hunter Avenue
West Islip, New York 11795

Pastoral Team
Rev. Michael A. Vetrano
Pastor
Rev. Stanislaus Chukwube
Associate Pastor

Welcome to our Parish Family!

New Parishioners are cordially invited
to register as members of our parish family. Please call or visit the Parish Office.

Mission Statement
As stewards of all that God has
given us, the Parish Family of
Our Lady of Lourdes serves
and ministers to all who come
to this place. Regardless of a
person’s history, ethnicity,
gender, orientation, age or
race, we commit ourselves to
open wide the doors of our
Parish to provide a place of
welcome and hospitality.

Vision...
so that all may know that they
are a vital part of the Body of
Christ,
we further recommit and
challenge ourselves to:
•Live out our Baptismal call
passionately by caring for all
of God’s people with justice.
•Grow in an understanding of
God’s role in each of our lives.
•Respond to the Gospel in a
radical way, inviting and
inspiring all to form the
Kingdom of God in every
moment of life.
•Acknowledge we are not
complete without the
willingness to grow, discern
and discover the Spirit who
moves and guides us.
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Reflections
of the Season

Praying the Rosary
October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary
October is the month of the Rosary, and October 7 is the
feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. The Rosary to the High Middle
Ages was a substitute for the Divine Office for the religious and laity
who could not read the psalms. On a ring of beads, they would pray
150 “Our Fathers” which by the 12th century, were Hail Mary’s.
Dominican friars divided the prayers into decades, each one
eventually recalling events in the history of salvation called the
joyful, sorrowful and glorious mysteries.
The Rosary is a Christ-centered prayer. Paul VI in his encyclical, Marialis Cultis, called the Rosary a type of contemplation
and wrote, “By its nature, the recitation of the Rosary calls for a
quiet rhythm and a lingering pace, helping the individual to meditate
on the mysteries of the Lord’s life as seen through the eyes of her
who was closest to the Lord.”

The Rosary
The Rosary is a meditation, a time to recall and think about the life of Jesus as seen and experienced
by Mary. As the model of faith, Mary’s life sets a pattern that we strive to follow: saying ‘yes’ to God’s
will in our lives and sharing His love and message with others. The Mysteries of the Rosary form a
mini-lesson of faith, using the highlights and significant moments of the life of Jesus. Like paging through
a family scrapbook, we see in brief the events of salvation history that are the core of our belief and the
hope of our eternal life.
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The Parish Office will be closed
on Monday, October 10 in
observance of Columbus Day.

Religious Education
Upcoming Parent Orientation Meetings
Grade 6

Thursday, Oct. 20

10 AM or 8 PM

Cafeteria

Grade 5

Thursday, Oct. 27

10 AM or 8 PM

Cafeteria

Around Our Parish

Please consult the Religious Education calendar for further
information on each grade level.

Singing a New Song to the Lord
We continue to listen and reflect upon Carol Goetz’s (our Music Director)
reflection from Summer Evening Prayer.

Top Ten Reasons People Don’t Sing at Mass
#3 – I don’t want to be the only one singing in my section.
Have courage and trust that God is with you. Perhaps the Holy Spirit will inspire a few
other brave souls to join in and you won’t be alone. Yes, at first, people will stare and
small children will point at you and look perplexed (Just kidding!) at their non-singing
parents but it’s up to you to go forth. If you stay the course and engage others, no one
single voice will stand out. You’ll be acting as one body. The gather song will unite one
and all in common purpose and action – setting the tone for a fully interactive Mass
experience.
Let’s continue to pray for and with one another that we can sing a new song to the Lord
as a parish community!
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Our Confirmation candidates and their families are actively preparing to receive the Sacrament
of Confirmation on Thursday, November 3. Over the past few weeks, they have attended their
“Spirit Nights.” Here, the candidates and their parents heard from different leaders in youth
ministry who shared their experience about living the Christian life in a sometimes tough world.
Let’s continue to pray for our Confirmation candidates and their families as they get ready for
another step on their journey of faith!

Around Our Parish

Confirmation

Living Liturgy
Extraordinary Ministers
We are preparing for training for new Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion.
Are you interested? If so, please e-mail John Sureau at
jsureau@ollchurch.org or call the Parish Office at 661.3224.

Altar Servers
We’re hoping to have another round of training for new altar servers
this Fall.
If you’re interested e-mail John Sureau at jsureau@ollchurch.org.
You must presently be in at least the fourth grade.

Contemporary Music Group
Our contemporary Music Group is growing and growing and now we
need a new drummer! Anyone high school aged or above who is
interested is welcome. Please contact Carol Goetz or John Sureau at
661.3224 or e-mail to jsureau@ollchurch.org and/or
music@ollchurch.org.
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Becoming Married:The Journey to Ecstasy
Why do opposites attract? How can I find ecstasy in my marriage?
Bring your “better half” and find the answers to these questions and more.
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:30 PM in the Parish Center
The FIRST in a series of presentations...
October 12

Theology of the Sacrament of Marriage…

Pat Leonard

Through Scripture and through Tradition… the foundation of marriage
Presenter: Pat Leonard – Instructor at Pastoral Formation Institute - Diocese of Rockville Centre;
Adjunct Professor at St. Joseph’s College and St. John’s University

Adult Faith Formation

Pre-Registration is necessary and helpful–this will enable us to have enough reading material and
refreshments for all those attending. Please call the Religious Education Office, Monday-Friday,
9 AM – 5 PM and 7 PM – 9 PM at 661.5440 or e-mail religioused@ollchurch.org. There is a
$15 fee. However, no fee is required for those who have paid the Religious Education Family Fee or
Our Lady of Lourdes School tuition.

Dreams
Saturdays from 10 AM - 4PM in the Parish Center
Oct. 15 and 29

I Had A Dream….

Brother Edward Bacon, O.S.F.

A workshop on Dreams from a spiritual perspective. The two parts will include the following:
Dreams/Spiritual Growth: Judiac/Christian Tradition of Dream Spirituality; understanding and
working with symbols, images – the language of Dreams; techniques and formats for working with
your own Dreams. Discussions, creative image work, and reflection time will continue throughout
the day.
Donation - $20 for each session. Please bring your own lunch – coffee / tea / soda will be provided.
Presenter: Brother Edward Bacon, O.S.F., a Franciscan Brother for over 45 years. He has worked
in the area of Adult Spirituality for over 20 years. He was on the staff of the Office of Pastoral
Formation, continues giving Days of Prayers, Retreats, and Spiritual Direction.
Pre-Registration is necessary and helpful–this will enable us to have enough reading material and
refreshments for all those attending. Please call the Religious Education Office, Monday-Friday,
9 AM – 5 PM and 7PM – 9 PM at 661-5440, or e-mail religioused@ollchurch.org.
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Ministry of Family Healing
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Around Our Parish

The Ministry of Family Healing presents nights of prayer and reflection led by
Marcy Chapuisat and Marge Valenti. Each night will begin at 7:30 PM and be
held in the Parish Center.

: A Season of Waiting
Monday, January 30, 2006

: A Season of Hope and Renewal
Tuesday, May 23, 2006

Gentle Reminder:
Pre-registration is necessary and helpful. This will enable us to have enough reading material and
refreshments for all those attending.
There is a $15 fee. However, no fee is required for those who have paid the Religious Education
Family Fee or Our Lady of Lourdes School tuition.
For registration or further information, please call the Religious Education Office at 661.5440
Monday - Friday from 9 AM until 5 PM or you can email to religioused@ollchurch.org.
#439•Our Lady of Lourdes•7

Financial Summary
October 2, 2005
Weekly Collection
Weekly Budget
+/- for the week

$18,277.68
-$19,057.00
$ (779.32)

Respect Life
Collected Amount

$ 1,780.50

The estimated weekly collection needed to maintain
and operate our parish buildings, ministries,
programs and salaries is $19,057.

Baptisms

Around Our Parish

Emma Clair Dempsey
Lance and Charlotte
Olivia Grace Hassig
Brian and Michele

Resting in Peace
Margaret M. Olenick
Nicholas Cosentino
Mary O’Connor
Crescenzo Picone
Joseph J. Napolitano

Upcoming Marriages
Kathleen Lysaght, St. Elizabeth, Huntington and
Jeffrey Langlan, Ss. Cyril & Methodius
Isora Brea and
Eric Gozley, both OLL
Jennifer Marino and
Luis Rojas, both OLL
Dawn Susskraut and
Antoine Abi-Zeid, both OLL
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Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office
to schedule an appointment.
Marriage
Arranged at least six months in
advance, please contact the
Parish Office.

Monday, October 10
8:00 AM
John & James Walsh
Tuesday, October 11
8:00 AM
William Allar

Daily Mass

Wednesday, October 12
8:00 AM
Frank Monroe

Weekend Masses

Thursday, October 13
8:00 AM
Richard Garcia
Friday, October 14
St. Callistus I, pope, martyr
8:00 AM
Richard Luchtenberg

8 AM

Saturday: 5 PM
Sunday: 8 AM, 9:30 AM,
11 AM, 12:30 PM and 6 PM

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4 PM - 4:45 PM

Saturday, October 15
8:00 AM
Linda Guardino, Florence Nedzynski,
Peter Schreiner, Mary Byrne, John Costa,
Agatha Bennett McCloud, Mary Pezzuti
5:00 PM

Celebrating Sacraments

Remembering...

Marianna Genova, Angelo Genova, Vincent Mannino
Fr. Stan Chukwube

Sunday, October 16
8:00 AM
Joseph & Carmela Priolo
Fr. Stan Chukwube
9:30 AM

Billy Morris
Fr. Mike Vetrano

11:00 AM

Cassy Aitken
Fr. Mike Vetrano

12:30 PM

Frances Scalia
Fr. John Asomugha

6:00 PM

Robert Robertson, Rick Munkwitz, James Hunt,
Vincent & Florence Viola, Nicholas Rodriguez,
Angelo W. DiChiara, Jeannie Hauge, Arthur Wood,
Edward Gardner, Joan Bielitz (L)
Fr. Bob Scheckenback
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Parish Office
Pray for Our Sick

661-3224
Monday-Friday: 9 AM - 7:30 PM
Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM
Sunday: 9 AM - 2 PM
email:

ParishOffice@ollchurch.org
fax:

661-7143
website:

www.ollchurch.org

Thoughts and Prayers

Jannine Augustine, Thomas Brennan,
Jo Brogan, Christian Bullock,
Jerry Castonguay, Jillian Delaney,
John Finch, Fr. Bill Jablonski,
Richard Macher, Benjy Margulies, Peter McCann, Sr.,
Arabella Elizabeth McCarthy, Nichole O’Connor,
Frances Parine, Robert Petersen, Christine Prince,
Joe Radosti, Rose Serragano, Mary Stone,
Rosemary Van Acker, Loretta Vitale,
Venera Vivo, Karl Walter

Our Lady of Lourdes
School
587-7200
Monday-Friday: 9 AM - 3 PM
email:

ReginaC@ollschool.org

Religious Education
Office
661-5440
Monday-Friday:9 AM - Noon
1 PM - 5 PM
7 PM - 9 PM

Anointing of the Sick
Throughout the liturgical year. If needed sooner, please
call the Parish Office.

Communion Calls
Communion brought to those who are homebound.
Contact the Parish Office.

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Please call the Parish Office at 661.3224 to leave the names
of parishioners who:
•are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist
•are in Good Samaritan Hospital and would like to be
visited by a member of our Pastoral Care Ministry.
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email:

ReligiousEd@ollchurch.org

Parish Outreach
661-9262
Monday-Friday:9:30 AM - 3:30 PM

S.A.G.E.
661-3224
(Senior Advocates for
Growth and Enrichment)
email:
Sage@ollchurch.org

Thrift & Gift Boutique
Monday & Thursday: 9 AM-11 AM
Saturday: 10 AM - 1 PM

Prayer and Worship

Altar Society
Joyce Petersen

Rosary/Novena
Rosary:
Daily after 8 AM Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena:
Monday after 8 AM Mass
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults(RCIA):
A process to be embraced by the Catholic Church.
For non-Catholics and for Catholics who have never received
formal religious education. If interested, please call the Parish Office.

Members in the Military
We ask that you pray especially for those in our parish that are on active duty in the
Middle East conflict.
They are:
Jerry Clark, Jr.-US Army
Justin Estelle-US Army
John Finn-US Army
Kenneth Gein-US Army
Ed Kelly III-US Air Force
Michael F. Loguidice-US Air Force
Paul McEvoy-US Army
William Morrow-US Marines
Peter Provenzano-US Army
Jonathan Rothwell- US Army
John Thompson-US Marines
...and remember those of our parish family that are in the armed services, listed in our
Parish Book of Intentions.
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Parish Outreach
Outreach Office Hours
Monday through Friday from 9:30 AM until 3:30 PM.
For information/assistance call 661.9262.
Scrip is sold in the Outreach office during business hours.
Home Care
If you need help at home–home companion or child care–
please call Parish Outreach at 661.9262.
Our Lady of Lourdes Bereavement
Our parish support group for those who have lost a loved one–
All Are Welcome!
If interested, please call the Parish Outreach Office at 661.9262.

Pantry Needs

Parish Social Ministries

Thank you for your continued generosity in helping to
provide food and necessities for so many in need.
Please donate whatever you can–some suggested
items would be:
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boxed potatoes
boxed rice
canned chili
canned fruits
canned soups
canned vegetables
cereal
children’s disposable diapers
cookies
crackers
jello
jelly
pudding
spam

Support Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous
Monday and Tuesday at 8 PM and
Saturday at 7 PM in Lourdes Hallconvent lower level.
ALANON
Each Wednesday at 10 AM in
Lourdes Hall-convent lower level.

Social Action Group
The Social Action Group helps our parish to focus on issues related to Peace and Justice.
Are you interested in learning more? If so, call Dorothy Perdue or John Sureau at 661.3224
or e-mail to dorothy.perdue@worldnet.att.net or jsureau@ollchurch.org.
The Social Action Group is open to everyone!
Winter Clothing Drive
This weekend, we are collecting new hats, new gloves, new scarves and other winter clothing
items. They will be donated to two homeless shelters in Suffolk County. We will collect these
items throughout the month of October so bring them with your weekly food donation.
Take some time to reflect…
Our job now is to not only to help those who are homeless but to seriously think- why does
homelessness even happen in a country as wealthy as ours? What can we do about it as
a parish community?

Social Action

Social Action

Pastoral Letter on Society’s Responsibility to the Poor and Vulnerable
fifth in a series...

The Condition of the Covenant in New York State: What We See
There is much that we see for which all of us must be grateful, much that is joyful and
hopeful both in the benefits of our state’s economy and in its provision for people who are poor
and struggling…
During the past few years, New York has raised its minimum wage, provided a safety net
as part of welfare reform, established health care programs for working poor adults and their
children, and increased it’s Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for working families. New York
has often been a leader in creating imaginative and successful approaches to alleviating poverty.
New York’s legacy of welcoming immigrants remains a standard for our nation. New York
State’s legal mandate to care for its most vulnerable members is embodied in Article XVII of the
state constitution that requires provision for the needy.
…Along with great promise and opportunity for some, many others must struggle daily to
survive and confront anxiety and grief in their lives…Even though they too work hard at agricultural, landscaping, restaurant, and other low-paying jobs, their income is often inadequate to feed
and support their families, and pay for adequate housing and health care. Many other families, at
much higher incomes, live paycheck to paycheck, and share with them the anxiety that injury,
illness or loss of their job could send their family into a tragic downward spiral.
Finally, many people and families are being left behind, because they often lack education and job skills, and the support of family and community networks. They encounter barriers
to finding work and advancing in the jobs they do find. In some cases, problems with alcohol
and substance abuse must be overcome. Under the demands of the Covenant, we must ensure
that those left behind are not forgotten. We must maintain the commitment to a safety net and to
the supports necessary for them to move out of poverty.
Three million New Yorkers live without health insurance, two thirds of whom
are in working families (One million New Yorkers are eligible for coverage
but have not been enrolled).
#439•Our Lady of Lourdes•13

28th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Young children and the young at heart love invitations to parties, celebrations, weddings and
special events. It makes us feel special and gives us a chance to break out of our routine and
do something different. Invitations are a sign that we matter, that others want us to share in
their joy and happiness.

Liturgy of the Word

In the parable of the wedding guests, no one accepts the invitation of the king. They are too
busy to honor his request and refuse to come, even going so far as to kill the messengers. It is
not that they are apologetic, or that they even offer an excuse. There is something in their
refusal that reveals hardened hearts and stubborn spirits. It is a parable about God sending His
Son as Messiah, a parable about sin and the invitation to grace.
God always invites us to His celebration of life and grace. To accept the invitation, we need to
repent, to turn away from sin and back to God. Often we don’t refuse God directly, but
choose instead to ignore Him by remaining in our sinfulness. Now is our chance to enter the
banquet, to be closer to God and to His people. Don’t refuse His request. Share in His joy
and His love.
(c) 2005 Liturgical Publications Inc
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Readings for the Week of October 9, 2005
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

Is 25:6-10a/ Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/ Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10
Rom 1:1-7/ Lk 11:29-32
Rom 1:16-25/ Lk 11:37-41
Rom 2:1-11/ Lk 11:42-46
Rom 3:21-30/ Lk 11:47-54
Rom 4:1-8/ Lk 12:1-7
Rom 4:13, 16-18/Lk 12:8-12
Is 45:1, 4-6/ 1 Thes 1:1-5b/ Mt 22:15-21

Open houses present students and parents with a special opportunity to gain
information about the programs, faculty and facilities of the Catholic High
Schools on Long Island. Administrators, faculty members, staff and students
are available to describe school programs and to answer questions at the
Open House events. For additional information on particular schools, plan
to attend one or more of the Open Houses.
Saturday, October 15

10 AM-1 PM
10 AM-1 PM
12 PM-2:30 PM

Sacred Heart Academy
McGann-Mercy Diocesan High School
Academy of St. Joseph

Sunday, October 16

10:30 AM-2 PM

St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School

The Catholic High School Entrance Exam is scheduled for Saturday, October 29.
Applications for the Catholic High School entrance exam are available at the Religious
Education Office and the OLL School Office.

Around the Diocese

Education & Faith

Bereavement Support Group
Our Lady of Grace Parish, West Babylon, offers a free eight week bereavement support group for
adults who are struggling to cope with the death of a loved one. Registration is required in order to
attend this group which starts Monday, October 17 from 7 PM until 9 PM. For registration and/or
information please call 661.9354.

Off-Broadway comes to OLA
The Rosary Altar Society of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Copiague, is presenting the play
Late Nite Catechism on Friday, October 28 at 7:30 PM in the auditorium. For only $25 you will
have the opportunity to enjoy this hilarious play! Light refreshments will be served at intermission.
For more information and ticket purchase, please call Linda at 631.7894537.

Operation Andrew
The Vocation Office will be sponsoring an evening of prayer and discussion of the priesthood and
religious life for young men of our diocese on Wednesday, October 19. This evening will allow
priests and brothers to share the story of their vocation in an informal setting with those present.
There will be Mass with Bishop Murphy followed by dinner and conversation. For information,
please contact the Vocations Office at 631.424.9888 or email vocations@drvc.org.

Religion & Rock
Tune into “Religion & Rock” with Fr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7 AM to 8 AM on WBAB
102.3 FM or 95.3 on the East End of Long Island. Next Sunday’s theme is:

“Discovery”
Don’t forget to tune in! Visit “Religion & Rock” on the web, www.religionandrock.com. Also
watch “Good News with Father Jim” on TELECARE, channel 29, on Mondays and Fridays at
9:45 AM; Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays at 7:45 PM; Sundays at 8 PM.
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Christa House
Step out for sixty minutes– make it your finest hour!
Third Annual Christa House Walk on Sunday, October 23 at
Jones Beach State Park, Field 5.
On-site registration begins at 8:30 AM or you can register online at
www.christahouse.org. Walk begins at 9:30 AM sharp.
Christa House-The Jerry Hartman Residence is a Long Island
residence for the dying poor and those suffering with AIDS.

Help Wanted
St. Anne’s parish in Brentwood is looking for a bilingual (English/Spanish)
receptionist to work part time. For more information, call Father Tom at
631.273.8113.

Divorce and Beyond
Ten week program for the divorced or those going through the divorce process. An opportunity to
find that special comfort and insight that can be found only in a group of people who are experiencing
similar issues. Beginning Wednesday, October 19 from 7:30 -9:30 PM at St. James Parish Center,
Seaford. To register contact Parish Outreach at 516.735.8690.

Community Happenings

Project Linus
Project Linus is a non-for-profit, 100% nationwide group of volunteers
providing handmade security blankets to seriously ill and traumatized children.
Please consider to crochet, knit, or quilt handmade washable blankets. We
will deliver your gift of love to various facilities, hospitals, etc. Can you help in
any way? Please contact Joi at 516.938.4244 or email
casper39@optonline.net.

Volunteers are a Blessing
The Sisters of Saint Joseph invite you to become a volunteer at our skilled nursing facility,
Maria Regina Residence, in Brentwood. Please consider volunteering in one of the following
areas: gift shop, transporting wheelchair residents within the building, beverage carts. For more
information, please contact Sister Rita at 299.3288. We would love to have you join our family!
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Wanted
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion who have been commissioned
by the Diocese to bring Holy Communion to patients at Our Lady of
Consolation Nursing Home. Our Lady of Consolation can accommodate
new Eucharistic Ministers almost any day of the week and time of the day
is flexible, depending on minister’s convenience. If you have any questions
or have an interest, please contact Peggy Nixdorf, chaplain at
631.587.1600, extension 8297.

God wants everyone to have the peace and
joy that comes from loving him. God has a
beautiful place prepared for us in heaven, and
he wants us to enjoy being with him forever.
God wants heaven to be packed full of people,
and he wants you to be there, too. In today’s
Gospel reading, Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to a big wedding party.
God is sending out his invitations to every single person, but not all people will
decide to come. Will you accept this invitation?

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for inviting me to live forever with you in heaven.
Amen.

Growing with the Gospel

Sharing the Gospel

Mission
for the

Week
Help your parents
prepare a meal,
and invite someone
over who does not
love Jesus yet. Tell
your guest how
much God loves
him.
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