The Parish Family of Our Lady of Lourdes
Remember: Together, we can do something beautiful for God!
- Mother Teresa

The Easter Triduum
Holy Thursday + Good Friday + Holy Saturday + Easter Vigil

Children’s Liturgy
Children’s Holy Thursday Liturgy
5:00pm - Church

Children’s Good Friday Service
12:00 noon - Church

Children’s Holy Saturday Easter Egg Hunt
11:00am - All Purpose Room / Great Lawn
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Holy Thursday
On Holy Thursday morning, the priests and deacons of the diocese are invited to the
Chrism Mass at St. Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre. At the Chrism Mass, the Oil
of the Catechumens and the Oil of the Sick will be blessed and the Sacred Chrism Oil
will be consecrated. These oils will be used in the coming year in the various parishes
for the Sacraments of Baptism, Anointing of the Sick and Confirmation. In addition, at
the Chrism Mass, all the priests present are invited to renew their priestly promises
and service to the people of God.
Later that evening, we enter into the Sacred Triduum together with the Evening Mass
of the institution of the priesthood, the institution of the Eucharist and Christ’s commandment to love one another. The entrance procession takes place in a spirit of joy
as the holy oils, blessed earlier in the day by Bishop Barres at St. Agnes Cathedral at
the Chrism Mass, are carried in by our three deacons. These blessed oils include the
Oil of the Sick, the Holy Chrism used at Baptisms, Confirmations, and Ordinations,
and the Oil of Catechumens to be used Saturday evening at the Easter Vigil.
For the first time since Ash Wednesday, we sing the Gloria together while bells are
rung to signify that Lent is over. After the Gloria, the bells are silenced until Saturday
night and the Liturgy takes a more solemn tone. After the homily, we do something
strange: We wash feet. This beautiful ceremony, called the mandatum, reminds us of
Christ’s mandate of humble service. As Christ washed the feet of the disciples, so, too,
all of us are called to serve one another in humble Christian service.
This Mass of the Lord’s Supper also recounts the institution of the priesthood by Jesus
at the Last Supper as well as the institution of the Eucharist. This evening, we are met
by Christ who feeds us by His Word (in the Scripture readings) and by His Body and
Blood (in the Eucharist). Thus, we are strengthened to live out Jesus’ command to
serve, as exemplified by the washing of the feet. Indeed, our reception of Holy
Communion is only validated in our loving service to others!
After celebrating the Eucharist together, we process to the Parish Center with the
Blessed Sacrament reserved for use at tomorrow’s liturgy. The Parish Center will
remain open until midnight. We are invited to spend time in prayer before Christ in the
Eucharist. We will conclude our evening with Night Prayer at midnight.
There is also a tradition of visiting three churches this evening to pray before the
Blessed Sacrament in each church.
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Holy Thursday
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7:30pm - Church

Presentation of the Oils
The oils blessed today at the Chrism Mass by Bishop John O. Barres at St. Agnes Cathedral are
presented before our parish community:
•
•
•

The Oil of the Sick, for the sick of our parish
The Oil of the Catechumens, for the newly baptized
The Sacred Chrism, for the newly baptized and for
those who will be confirmed

Introductory Rites
Out of Darkness ... Walker
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Gloria
Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word
Reading I
A reading from the book of Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14
Ancient instructions for the meal of the Passover

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 116

Reading II

The Name of God ... Haas

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Eat the bread and drink the cup until the return of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you word of God, Lord Jesus Christ,
Glory to you word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 13:1-15
Jesus washes the feet of his disciples

Homily
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The Mandatum
As the priest, assisted by our deacons and servers, washes the feet of
members of our parish community, we are called to reflect upon
Christ’s call for all of us to be people of service. Let our song –
which we all sing – remind us “to love as Christ has loved us.”

As I Have Done For You ... Schutte

Intercessions
Collection
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Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation Hymn

Glory in the Cross ... Schutte

Communion Rite
Communion Hymn

We Remember ... Haugen
Refrain:
We remember how you loved us to your death,
and still we celebrate, for you are with us here;
And we believe that we will see you when you come,
in your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe.

Prayer after Communion
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Transfer of the Most Blessed Sacrament
The Blessed Sacrament is carried throughout the Church community to the place of reposition in the
Parish Center. All are invited to join in the procession at the direction of the ushers and members of
the Liturgy Committee. Members of our parish family who received their first communion last spring,
will light our path with candles and their presence.
Direction of the Procession:
The procession will exit the Narthex (main doors of the Church), making a left in front of the stained
glass windows toward the Parish Center gathering around until the Eucharist is placed in the repository.
THROUGHOUT THE PROCESSION, please join in singing. If you are unable to be part of the procession but wish to stay for prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament, please enter the Parish Center immediately through the All Purpose Room.

If you choose to leave Church and not process to the Parish Center, please do so AFTER THE PROCESSION HAS LEFT THE CHURCH. As you leave, please remain quiet and reverent both in the
Church and in the Parking Lot so as not to disturb the experience of those who are participating in the
procession.

Processional Hymn
Sing My Tongue, The Savior’s Glory
1. Sing, my tongue, the Savior’s glory,
Of His flesh the mystery sing:
Of the blood, all price exceeding,
Shed by our immortal King,
Destined for the world’s redemption,
From a noble womb to spring.
2. Of a pure and spotless virgin,
Born for us on earth below,
He, as man, with us conversing,
Stayed, the seeds of truth to sow;
Then He closed in solemn order
Wondrously His life of woe.
3. On the night of that Last Supper,
Seated with His chosen band,
He, the Paschal victim eating,
First fulfills the law’s command;
Then as food to the disciples
Gives Himself with His own hand.
4. Word made flesh, the bread of nature
By His word to flesh He turns;
Wine into His blood He changes:
What though sense no change discerns?
Only be the heart in earnest,
Faith its lesson quickly learns.
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When the Eucharist is placed in the repository, we sing Verses 5 and 6
Pange Lingua Gloriosi

Stay With Me ... Taizé
Stay with me, remain here with me.
Watch and pray, watch and pray.

There will be an opportunity for private prayer while the Blessed Sacrament is reposed until midnight
when we conclude with Night Prayer.
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Good Friday
On Good Friday, we commemorate the suffering and death which Christ endured to
bring salvation to the world. Our attention is focused on Jesus.
According to the Church’s ancient tradition, today is the only day of the year in
which Mass is not celebrated. However, Morning Prayer, Stations of the Cross, and
the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion allow us to gather and remain vigilant in prayer.
The liturgies of Good Friday are sober, solemn, and simple, as characterized by the
stripped altar, the silent procession, and the prostration of the liturgical ministers
before the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion. I am sure that many of you recall that in
our “younger” days, from noon (12:00pm) until three o’clock, no one was allowed
to play, everyone had to be quiet. Everyone knew that Good Friday was a special
day!
While the Passion accounts on Palm Sunday differ from year to year, the Gospel on
Good Friday always comes from the Gospel of St. John. St. John’s Passion emphasizes the power and majesty of Christ. He is in control of everything that takes
place. While the other Gospels focus on the horror of the Cross, St. John depicts
Jesus as being glorified while still on the cross. The cross is our glory and the cross
is the instrument of our salvation. Christ is victorious over the forces of evil while
still on the cross. After the Homily, we pray at length for the needs of the world
with special solemn prayers of intercession.
Then, we have a once-a-year event. The priest holds up the Holy Cross in our midst
and then during this liturgy, we are invited to venerate the Cross individually with a
simple touch, kiss or bow. Interestingly enough, a cross, and not a crucifix, is used
for the veneration. The liturgical text emphasizes that we are adoring “the wood of
the cross on which hung the salvation of the world” and not reverencing the dead
body of Christ. Thus, our individual acts of veneration stresses the cross as a
symbol of victory, not defeat! The final words of Jesus on the cross are: “It is
accomplished!” Jesus is not overcome; rather, Jesus has overcome!
After the veneration of the Cross, the Blessed Sacrament is brought to the altar and
then distributed to the assembly. Since the Good Friday Service is not a Mass, Holy
Communion that was consecrated on Holy Thursday is used. Everyone departs in
silence while continuing to fast and keep vigil.
We will pray the Stations of the Cross later that evening, further meditating on the
sacrifice of Christ on the cross.
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Good Friday
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
3:00pm - Church
Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word
Reading I

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 52:13-53:12
The servant of the Lord was crushed for our sins

Psalm 31

Reading II
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
The Son of God learned obedience through his suffering

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Glory to you word of God, Lord Jesus Christ,
Glory to you word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 18:1-19:42
The passion of Jesus Christ
Please turn to page 25 in the red TODAY’S MISSAL and
join in the reading of the Passion by responding as the “Crowd”.
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During the Gospel, we will pause and pray in song ...
Jesus Remember Me ... Taizé
Jesus remember me, when you come into your kingdom,
Jesus remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

Homily
General Intercessions

Collection

Glory In The Cross ... Schutte
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Veneration of the Cross
The cross is carried in procession to the sanctuary by the presider. Stopping at three locations, the
cross is raised high and the invitation is sung. After the hymn is sung for the third time, everyone
kneels in silence.

Behold the Wood ... Schutte

All are invited to come forward to venerate the cross with a touch, a kiss, or an embrace. Please
follow the directions of the deacons and ushers. We pray, in song, as a community. Please join in
the singing.
Were You There
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Above All ... LeBlanc & Baloche
Above all powers, above all kings, above all nature and all created things; above all wisdom and all the
ways of man, you were here before the world began.
Refrain:
Crucified, laid behind the stone, you lived to die, rejected and alone. Like a rose trampled on the
ground, you took the fall, and thought of me above all.
Above all kingdoms, above all thrones, above all wonders the world has ever known; above all wealth
and treasures of the earth, there’s no way to measure what you’re worth. Refrain

Ave Verum Corpus ... Mozart

Ave, ave verum corpus natum
De Maria virgine
Vere passum immolatum
In cruce pro homine
Cuius latus perforatum
Unda fluxit et sanguine
Esto nobis praegustatum
In mortis examine
In mortis examine

Translation:
Hail, true body
born of the Virgin Mary,
Who truly suffered, sacrificed
on the Cross for man,
Whose pierced side overflowed
with water and blood,
Be for us a foretaste
In the test of death.

Lamb of God ... Paris
Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent Him, from your side to walk upon this guilty sod, and to
become the Lamb of God.
Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God; I love the holy Lamb of God. Oh wash me in His
precious blood. My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God.
Your gift of love they crucified, they laughed and scorned Him as He died; the humble King they named
a fraud, and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain
I was so lost I should have died, but you have brought me to your side to be led by your staff and rod,
and to be called a lamb of God. Refrain
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Refrain:
Come and see, what I have done:
I’ve given my only Son.
He lived for you, and He died for you.
Come and see.

Pieta ... Kendzia

Lamb of God, Lamb of God, have mercy on us; forgive us Lord. Refrain
Creator of Love, source of all life, have mercy on us; forgive us, Lord. Refrain
Behold the Cross ... Hurd
Behold the cross on which was hung Life’s very Lord, God’s darling one, Mary’s own Babe, so cold and
so still, helpless before her on Calvary Hill.
Nails in His hands, nails in His feet, a traitor kiss upon His cheek, and His pierced heart, broken in two,
love crucified for me and for you.
Eyes that won’t see, ears that won’t hear, lips that deny the friend once so dear. Slowly He turns and captures your eye, then passes on to Calvary to die.
Behold the cross of Christ in our midst, all those who bear His wounds in their flesh, suff’ring for crimes
of mercy and peace, signs of the Kingdom on Calvary street.

Adoramus Te ... Taizé
Adoramus Te Domine

Holy Communion
Communion Hymn
We Remember ... Haugen
(see page 7)

Prayer after Communion

Process out in silence
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Holy Saturday
On Holy Saturday, the Church waits at the Lord’s tomb, meditating on his suffering
and death. The altar is left bare, the tabernacle remains empty, and the Eucharist is
not celebrated until the Easter Vigil. Morning Prayer and the Blessing of Easter
Food are the two formal prayer gatherings on this day.
The Easter Vigil is the culmination of the Sacred Triduum, a time of prayer and
reflection on our salvation history. Hungry and excited, we gather in darkness and
light a great fire and a new candle to make the night bright. We honor Christ, the
Light of the World, by placing the candle in a prominent place in the sanctuary.
After the placement of the Easter candle, the Easter Proclamation, the Exsultet, is
sung. Then we listen to the readings and psalms from the Old Testament. The three
readings, psalms, and prayers, trace us through salvation history, from God’s
creation of the world, to God making a covenant with his people, to God freeing the
people of Israel from their slavery to Pharaoh in Egypt to Christ triumphing over sin
and death with his resurrection. To announce Christ’s resurrection, bells are rung,
the lights are turned on and the “Gloria” is sung.
After this great transition from darkness to light, we hear St. Paul telling the Romans
about the resurrection of Christ. The Gospel gives us an account of the resurrection.
Following the homily, we welcome to our Catholic faith those catechumens who
have been preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist. With the catechumens, everyone present renews the vows of their own
Baptism. For most of us, our parents and godparents professed for us at our baptism
because we were infants. However, each year the Church gives us an opportunity to
renew the vows of our own Baptism. Each year, we have the opportunity to boldly
proclaim that we reject sin, Satan and all his empty promises and that we believe in
a triune God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We also welcome into the Catholic
faith those already baptized as they make a Profession of Faith as well and now join
our Catholic family. This is not an “end” but a beginning; like our catechumens and
candidates, we now must go forth and grow day by day in our relationship to God.
Together, we then go to the altar and celebrate the Eucharist. Easter Sunday begins
and we are ready for Fifty Days of rejoicing. The Easter Vigil reminds us who we
are (made in the image and likeness of God) and whose we are (adopted sons and
daughters of Almighty God)! Knowing this truth in our heads and in our hearts
allows us to proclaim: “Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is truly risen! Let us rejoice
and be glad!”
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The Great Vigil
7:30pm - Church
The Easter Vigil is the high point of the Easter Triduum celebrating the passion and resurrection of
Jesus. With a rich display of symbols, rites and readings, the Church in worship expresses her faith in
the mystery that brings her into being.

The Service of Light
The great fire is lit at 7:15pm outside of the main entrance of the Church for all to see as they enter
the Church.

Blessing of the Fire
Preparation of the Paschal Candle
Lighting of the Paschal Candle
The Paschal candle is presented to the assembly as sung by the deacon:
Lumen Christi, Light of Christ
And we respond:

Deo Gratias, Thanks be to God!

Then the candle is placed in the sanctuary and incensed. The Easter proclamation begins.

The Easter Proclamation ~ The Exsultet
The "Exsultet" is an ancient Latin chant sung as the Easter proclamation of the Risen Christ, the Light
of the World. The chant is identified with the Easter candle, which is decorated with a cross and five
wax nails. These are symbolic wounds of Christ now glorified in Resurrection.
After the Exsultet, all are asked to extinguish their candles. Please hold them upright until the wax
has had a moment to dry.

Liturgy of the Word
Prayer
Reading I
A reading from the Book of Genesis 1:1-2:2
Creation of the world
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Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 104
Lord Send Out Your Spirit ... Haas

Psalm Prayer

Reading II

Reading III

A reading from the Book of Exodus 14:15-15:1
The crossing of the Red Sea

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 55:1-11
Come to me that you may have life.

Responsorial -Isaiah 12
We Shall Draw Water… Inwood
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Reading IV

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28
The Lord says: I will sprinkle water

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 42
As the Deer Longs ... Hurd

Psalm Prayer
Gloria
Opening Prayer
Epistle

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 6:3-11
United with Him in death

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 24:1-12
Jesus is not here; He has been raised.

Homily
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Celebration of the
Sacraments of Initiation
At this part of the Liturgy, we call forth those to be baptized into the Church. They have journeyed
with the women and men of the RCIA throughout this past year and have given us an example
of discernment.

Presentation of the Elect
Litany of the Saints

Litany of the Saints ... Becker

Prayer over the Water
Springs of Water ... Haugen
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Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith

Celebration of Baptism
After the Elect is baptized, we pray in song ...

Blessed Be God ... Haas

Clothing with a Baptismal Garment
Presentation of a Lighted Candle
Renewal of Baptismal Promises
The newly baptized lights the candles of the congregation once again. The whole congregation is
sprinkled with holy water.

Celebration of Confirmation
Laying on of Hands

Anointing with Chrism
The assembly now calls upon the Spirit.
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Intercessions
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation Hymn

Glory in the Cross ... Schutte

Communion Hymn
We Remember ... Haugen
(see page 7)
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Prayer after Communion
Concluding Rite
Dismissal
The Mass is ended, go in peace: Alleluia, Alleluia.
All: Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Recessional Hymn
Jesus Christ is Risen Today!

23

24

