
Dear Parishioners: 

 

There is a story told about a man who died and went to the gates of heaven. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to him and offered to show the man a view of heaven 

and hell. They proceeded to go to a visit of hell first. When the two arrived in hell, 

the man was astonished to see a beautiful table, filled with wonderful foods, fine 

china and exquisite linens. Surprised, the man asked what this scene was all about; 

“Can this really be hell?” “Observe closely,” the angel instructed. The man then 

noticed that while all this wonderful food was bountiful, those in hell could not eat 

the food because their utensils were tied to their elbows and, hence, they could not 

put food in their mouths. Thus, hell was the frustration of not being able to enjoy 

the beauty of the feast. 

 

The angel then took the man to see heaven. It appeared to be the same scene as 

hell: a beautiful table, wonderful foods, fine china and exquisite linens and, just as 

in hell, the utensils were tied to their elbows! “What is this?” the man exclaimed! 

“Can heaven be the same as hell?” “Observe closely,” the angel instructed the man 

once again. 

 

And then the man saw and understood. As the man observed the people in heaven, 

he noticed that one person would take the food on his fork and then turn to feed the 

person next to him. The man now realized the difference. In hell, there is only 

selfishness and frustration; in heaven, there is sharing and joy. 

 

Each day, in our daily lives, in our daily routines, we are faced with choices. We 

have the opportunity to bring a little heaven into our world and work: to bring forth 

the gift of sharing and joy, or we have the opportunity to choose to bring the 

opposite: selfishness and frustration. What will your choice be: will you choose to 

bring a bit of heaven to earth today? 

 

Remember:  Together, we can do something beautiful for God. 

 

 

Fr. Brian 


