
FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK 

 
Many times, I view the Gospels as a collection of portraits of different people.  If you 

look closely at the “portraits” you can often see yourself!  As you know, a very 

common hymn that is sung on Palm Sunday and Good Friday is WERE YOU 

THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD.  If you look carefully, you were 

there!  You were there in the portraits of the various people associated with the 

Passion of Jesus.  Over the next week, we will explore the various people present 

during the Passion of Jesus.  See if you can find yourself! 

 

JUDAS 

 
Were you there in the person of Judas?  Judas is known for all times as “the 

betrayer”.  Judas walked with Christ, listened to Christ, saw the miracles of Christ.  

Jesus even washed his feet at the Last Supper. 

 

Yet, in spite of all of that, Judas betrayed Christ.  No one really knows why.  It 

appears that Judas was greedy.  The Gospels tell us Judas was in charge of the money 

and would help himself to it.  Also, Judas sold out Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. 

 

But why wasn’t Judas transformed by Jesus?  Why didn’t the teachings of Jesus 

change his heart?  But, let’s not give Jesus too hard a time.  The Apostles themselves 

really weren’t transformed until after Pentecost.  In fact, on Pentecost, the disciples 

were hiding in a room in fear of the authorities.  This was after the disciples had seen 

the Risen Jesus.  But seeing the Risen Jesus still had not transformed them – until the 

Holy Spirit came upon them at Pentecost.   

 

Judas ultimately gave up; he lost all hope.  Peter denied Christ; Judas betrayed Christ.  

Judas’ betrayal was not much worse than Peter’s denial.  However, Peter, somehow, 

could believe that Jesus loved him enough to forgive him.  On the other hand, Judas 

could not believe that Christ could forgive him and so, in despair, he hung himself.  

Peter wept bitterly and turned to Christ for forgiveness; Judas did not.   

 

At times we are all Judases.  We have all turned our backs on Jesus.  At times, we are 

like Judas because we have not allowed the teachings of Christ to truly transform us.  

At times, we have given up hope and trust in Jesus’ love for us.  I was there. 

 

Were you there in the person of Judas? 

 


